
By Trish Weatherall
Students at three local el-

ementary schools will get 
additional reading and social 
support with an innovative 
new tutor-mentor program 
this Fall, after receiving a 
$15,000 Fostering Literacy 
grant from Vancouver’s De-
coda Literacy Solutions. 
The Reading Tutor-Mentor 

program was developed by 
Mount Waddington Literacy 
Now, (a branch of the Mount 
Waddington Family Literacy 
Society), Cheslakees Early 
Learning Centre in Port Mc-
Neill, Fort Rupert Elementa-
ry School in Port Hardy, and 
Gwa’Sala-Nakwaxda’xw 
Elementary School in Port 
Hardy, to provide twice 
weekly one-on-one tutoring 
and mentoring for vulner-
able children. Each school 
will tailor the program to 
meet its students’ needs. 
“This is so fantastic!” said 

Jackie Hunt, Gwa’Sala-
Nakwaxda’xw Reading Spe-
cialist. “I’m excited for next 
year already!”
In addition to contributing 

to the cost of a set of Nelson 
PM Levelled books at each 
school, (used by the prov-
ince for reading level as-
sessment), the funding will 
provide nutritious snacks, 
parent information work-
shops on reading strategies, 
and part-time paid employ-
ment for area teens. 
High school students rec-

ommended by staff can ap-
ply for one of three positions 
at each elementary school. 
Beyond reading support, the 
senior students will provide 
positive mentoring and role 
modeling of a love of read-
ing, the importance of stay-
ing in school, and a bridge 
of social connection between 
generations. 
“This program will benefit 

younger students through 
reading support and role 
models, and also develop 
leadership and job skills, as 
well as extra income for high 
school students,” said Kathy 
Martin, MWFLS board 

chair. 
“It’s really a win-win all 

around.” 
Additional funding from 

local organizations will top 
up the program budget of 
$20,000. 
The MWFLS also an-

nounced nearly $14,000 of 
renewed funding assistance 
for Kids in Motion’s Toy 
Library and Makerspace; 
NISS’s Boys’ and Girls’ 
Groups; Quatsino Learning 
Through Play Child Devel-
opment Program; and new 
projects including Sea View 
School’s Loving Where We 
Live and Learn book pub-
lication; Eke Me-Xi Learn-
ing Centre’s Wiga Om proj-
ect integrating Kwak’wala 
language; Gwa’Sala-

Nakwaxda’xw School’s 
Summer Learning Program; 
and Gatehouse Commu-
nity Theatre’s production of 
Gulliver’s Travels in coop-
eration with Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theatre. 
Literacy Now and the 

MWFLS support local proj-
ects and programs with an 
expanded view of literacy 
to include social, cultural, 
digital, nature, health and 
mental health, music, and art 
literacy.
For more information 

about this or other literacy 
programs, or to contribute, 
contact your local Literacy 
Outreach Coordinator at 
TrishLiteracyNow@gmail.
com or visit mwliteracynow.
wordpress.com
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Grants support local literacy

Calling Volunteers 
The District of Port Hardy is seeking interested volunteers to assist 
with the following: 

Smart Community Program 
The District is looking for community ambassadors  
to assist the District in obtaining Bear Smart  
designation.  The main goal of the Community Bear 
Smart Program is to reduce human wildlife conflicts. In order to 
achieve this, we need  volunteers to help us educate the public 
through special events, school education and door to door  
campaigns. Training will be provided to volunteers through  
Bear Smart BC Consulting. 

Advisory Planning Commission 
Council is seeking the public’s assistance with  
planning for the Federal legalization of Marijuana  
in 2018.  If you are interested in being a part of the 
process to review and make recommendations to 
Council regarding placement of Marijuana Dispensaries, growing 
opportunities and general regulations related to the selling and  
manufacturing of Marijuana please contact us. 

Emergency Social Services 
The District of Port Hardy is currently seeking  
volunteers to assist with our Emergency   Social  
Services (ESS). ESS help people and pets who  
evacuated their homes during emergencies or  
disasters like fires, floods, or earthquakes.  
ESS volunteers assist at disaster sites and provide essential basic 
needs for evacuees at reception centres (evacuation shelters).  

Contact: 
If you require more information or are interested in volunteering 
with the District of Port Hardy, Please contact:  
Heather Nelson-Smith, Director of Corporate Services  
by 4:00 pm Friday June 30th, 2017  
phone: 250-949-6665   email: hnelson.smith@porthardy.ca  

North Island Reflections

‘Tis the season for summer flowers .... a wild daisy with Alice Lake in the back-
ground. This photograph was taken by Darrell McIntosh, North Island Images. If 
you have a photo you would like to share email publisher@northislandeagle.com.
This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

At A&W, we're on a journey to 
source simple, great-tasting 

ingredients, farmed with care. 

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Hours: 7 am to 9:30 p.m. daily

Phone: (250) 949-2345

Great products 
at low prices!

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Open Monday-Saturday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Phone: (250) 902-0488


